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“The complainant had submitted a representation to the Coimbatore Corporation
stating that the Government land is being already encroached by third parties by putting
up a temple in the said site. Based on such a representation, the officials of the
Coimbatore Corporation were directed to make necessary inspection and enquiry and
were sought to file necessary report in this regard.

Later, a report was submitted for my perusal as per which it was revealed that the
said lands which were alleged to be Government land and is encroached, was situated
within Survey Field Nos. 264/1, 265, Vilankurichi Village. Initially the said lands were
agricultural lands and came within the Sarkar Samakulam Panchayat Union and that as
early as during the year 1995, the owners of the said fields to an extent of 15.21 Acres,
had applied to the Local Planning Authority, Coimbatore, for the formation of a Lay-out
under the name and style of ‘Sivaram Nagar’ for dividing the same into house building
sites. The said Lay-out was approved in LP/DTCP No.690/95 by the Local Planning
Authority, Coimbatore and 169 house building sites were sold out to various persons in
accordance with the approved plan. At the time of such approval and extent of 66.996
Sq.ft. and 8784 Sq.ft. of areas were reserved for park and shops as per the approved
plan. Later, during the year 2011, the areas which were situated within the Vilankurichi
Village, were amalgamated into the limits of the Coimbatore Corporation, as per the
orders of the Tamil Nadu Government. Presently the said lands fell within the limits of
Coimbatore Corporation. The survey and inspection carried out by the officials of the
Coimbatore Corporation further disclosed that a temple was constructed and used by
the public in the site which was allotted for the public purpose by earmarking as ‘Park’
and that the said temple is in existence for the past more than 25 years. Based on such
a report submitted, further actions to be carried out were under progress in accordance
with the rules and regulations and the Corporation Act. At that time the complainant had
submitted an application under Right of Information Act, for which due reply was given to
the complainant that due action is being initiated upon his complaint.

After certain relaxations in the lock down announced by the Government, due
notice is issued to the persons who had encroached into the site reserved for ‘Park’ by
putting up a temple in it, calling upon them to remove the encroachment. The said
process is being carried out in accordance with the Coimbatore Corporation Act and the
same are under progress. The complainant had also contended that a Water Tank is
constructed adjoining the encroachment and the survey conducted for the same would
have revealed about the encroachment. In fact, the construction of the water tank was
carried out by the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board under pillur 3".
scheme Amrut Project.
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It is extremely sad to observe that such dayllght seizure of lands vested with the
Corporation has gone unnoticed for several years by the Corporation especially the Zonal
Officials responsible. It is common knowledge that OSR area and vacant lands that are legally
owned by the Corporation are valuable in terms of their monetary status running into many
crores of Rupees. The local Zonal officials have turned a blind eye to such stark and shocking
violations by audacious encroachments by antisocial elements and land grabbers. The
connivance and complicity of the zonal officials are condemnable. The Corporation
Commissioner, Coimbatore is instructed to initiate severe disciplinary action against the
delinquents responsible for such dreadful dereliction of duties.
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An immediate survey of such lands owned and vested with the Corporation has to be
ordered forthwith and completed within 3 months. All encroachments on the Corporation lands
should be cleared with an iron hand without fear or favour and brought under the custody of
the Corporation. A Committee of senior officials and engineers may be constituted for this
purpose for absolute compliance with the orders of this authority. The Director of Municipal
Administration is requested to pursue strict action and overseeing in the matter in order to
recover the pricey Corporation lands under encroachment and restore to the custody of the
Coimbatore Corporation.
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