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Article 21 of the Constitution of India Provides as follows:-

“Protection of life and personel Liberty — No person shall be deprived of his
life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by law.”
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Article 21 includes the right to a healthy environment -

The Supreme Court held that the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution is
a fundamental right and includes the rights to free water and free air from pollution
for the full enjoyment of life. If anything endangers or impairs that quality of life in
derogation of laws a citizen has recourse of Article 32 of the Consititution for
removing the pollution of water or air which may be detrimental to life. The Court
has stated that Article 21 includes the enjoyment of pollutant-free water and air for
full enjoyment of life as far as the release of industrial pollution into rivers is
concerned.

Right to Clean Environment

The Right to Life under Article 21 means a life of dignity to live in a proper
environment free from the dangers of diseases and infection. Maintenance of
health, preservation of the sanitation and environment have been held to fall
within the purview of Article 21 as it adversely affects the life of the citizens and it
amounts to slow poisoning and reducing the life of the citizens because of the
hazards created if not checked .
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