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Building. etc., not to be erected without permission, over drains—

1. Without the permission of the Commissioner, no
person shall place or construct any fence, building,
culvert, pipe, drain, drain-covering or other structure or
any street, railway or cable over, under, in or across
any public drain or stop up, divert, obstruct or in any
way interfere with a public drain, whether it passes
through public or private ground.

2. The Commissioner may remove or otherwise deal with
anything placed or constructed in contravention of sub-
section(1) as he shall think fit, and the cost of so doing
shall be recoverable from the owner thereof in the
manner provided in section 479.
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The Zonal Officials of Zone 2 have not done anything in the matter for more
than 19 months since the online complaint was lodged with the District Collector and
Corporation of Madurai regarding the encroachment. This is viewed with serious
displeasure by the Forum. Encroachment on the pathway belonging to the
Corporation by way of construction of septic tank, steps to houses etc. can not be
taken leniently. The field officials even after receipt of the complaint from the Forum
did not think it fit that action should be initiated for eviction after inspection. They
have defaulted in the redressal of the grievance on behalf of the local residents.
This shows their failure of devotion to duty, collusion with the encroachers, sheer,
lethargy, criminal inaction intent on creating a negative impulse in the minds of the
local residents as to the image of the Corporation as well as that of Local
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Administration of the State Government . This kind of disloyalty to one’s office and
duties is condemned strongly. The encroachments on the pathway should be evicted
within a month’s time and compliance reported to this Forum. Disciplinary action
against all the delinquent officials of the zone responsible for this state of affairs
should be launched by the Corporation Commissioner forthwith and substantial
punishments to be awarded for their willful and wanton failure to redress the
complaint lodged in January, 2021.
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