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in respect of Thiru G.M. Shankar's petition in connection with seeking
representation for ST in the Area Sabha it is submitted that the Governmant
had enacted rules called “The Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies {Ward
Committee and Area Sabha) Rules 2022" vide G.O. Ms. No.92, Municipal
Administration and Water Supply (Election) Dept.. Dated: 24.06.2022 and
notified it in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette.

In accordance to the Government order, each ward in a municipal area
shall be divided into the number of area as specified in the table below:

B Category of Municipal area Number of areas in a ward
._No. . . .
[ 0 Corporations Upto 5 lakh of population — 4 to &

population —6to 9

| Above 5 lakhs, but below 10 lakh of

Above 10 lakh of population - 10

- Accordingly, each ward in Greater Chennai Corporation has been
delimited intc 10 areas and notified in the District Gazette of Chennai,
through the District Collector on 20.12.2022.

= The area notified shall remain in force until the boundaries of the ward are
altered.

~ Each area sabha consists of all the voters registered in that area.

= The councilor of the ward shall be the chairperson and convener of Area
sabha.

~ The chairperson shall convene the meetings of the area sabha

The meetings shall be convenad once in three months.

b

Y

No fees shall be paid for attending the meeting of area sabha

Y

The quorum for the Area sabha meeting is specified as below:

-

| s Population of an area Quorum for the meeting
No.
1. |Upto 500 i 50 7
2. [501 103,000 : 100 =
3. 13,001 fo 10,000 | 200

4. | Above 10000 | 300

In respect of Ward Committes



~ The Councillor representing the ward shall be chairperson of the ward
committee

» The ward committee shall consist of 10 members, i.e.. one member from
each area sabha in the respective ward.

» The meetings shall be convened once in three manths.
» The guorum for the meeting shall be the Chairperson +2 members,
+ Mo fees shall be paid for attending the meeting of ward committee.

It is respectfully submitted that the Zonal Officers / Zones-1 to 15 were
instructed to delimit every ward into ten areas based on population and to
mark boundaries for each area sabha and to certify and forward the
proposals in the prescribed formats to headguarters.

Accordingly, the Zonal Officers have delimited each ward into ten Area
Sabhas and the boundaries of each Area Sabha in Annexure-1 format and
street/road names covered in each Area Sabha in Annexure-ll format were
certified and furnished by the Zonal Officers of Zones-1 to 15,

As elucidated in the Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies (Ward Commitiee
and Area Sabha) Rules, 2022, the Principal Secretary/Commissioner,
Greater Chennal Corporation had forwarded the annexure containing the
names of all the streets / roads in each area sabha of all the 200 wards in
Greater Chennai Corporation to the District Collector, Chennai to publish the
proposal in the District Gazette of Chennai.

The Area Sabha formation proposal in respect of 200 wards in Greater
Chennai Corporation has been published on 20.12.2022 in the Extraordinary
Chennai District Gazette No.5 through the Collector, Chennai District

In the circular instructions of the Principal Secretary / Commissioner,
Greater Chennai Corporation, dated, 20.12.2022, the Zonal Officers /
Zones -1 to 15 were directed to nominate one eligible person from among the
persons registered in the electoral rolls pertaining to each area of the ward
to the ward committee and also to consider the applications for nomination as
member of ward Committee, if any received. It was also reiterated that the
qualifications and disgualifications prescribed for being elected and for being
a councilor or member of a council shall apply for being a member of a ward
committee and as such, the qualifications and disqualifications of the persons
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nominated must be thoroughly verified before nominating such person as a
member to the ward committee.

Further, it was instructed that the consolidated list of PErsons so
nominated as members to the ward commitiee in respect of each area sabha
in the wards comprised in the zone shall be placed before the respective
Zonal Wards Committee for its approval and after approval of the Zonal
Wards Committee, the proposal for nominating one member from each ares
sabha to the ward committee of that ward shall be submitted to the Council
for approval through Regional Deputy Commissioner and Prinicipal
Secretary/Commissioner,

Accordingly, one member from each Area Sabha in a ward has been
nominated to ward committee by the Council vide Resolution Nos.65 to 78 in
its meeting held on 30.01.2023. The Council in its Resolution No.80. dated
30.01.2023 had also nominated Secretaries for conducting the Area Sabha
meetings in every ward and the Asst Engineer of the ward as secretary for
conducting Ward Committee meeting.

Since the process for nomination of members to the Ward Commitiee
and nomination of Secretaries 1o conduct Area Sabha and Ward Committes
meefings was completed, the Principal Secretary/Commissioner in his
circular instructions dated: 07.03.2023 had instructed the Zonal Officers-1 to
15 to ensure that Declaration as Ward Committee member is signed by them
and issued to all the nominated members in the prescribed Form-Il

It is respectfully submitted that there s no rule provision in “The Tamil
Nadu Urban Local Bodies (Ward Committee and Area Sabha) Rules, 2022°
mandating that Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes should be given
representation in the list of members of Ares Sabha.

It is respectfully submitted that a writ petition was filed by Mr. Brezhnev
vide W.P. No.2205/2023 to call for the records in G.O. Ms. No. 92, Municipal
Administration and Water Supply (Election) dated 24.06.2022: Gazette
Nolification No.358 dated 24.08.20722 issued by the State of Tamil Nadu
(1" Respondent) and Circular jssued by the Greater Chennai Corporation,
Revenue Department (5™ Respondent) dated 23.10.2022 and quash the
same on the ground that the impugned Government Order dated 24.08.2022
does not throw any light on the reservation to be made for the weaker
sections living in that particular area

The Hon'ble First Bench of Madras High Court dismissed the said writ
petition on 27.01.2023. The operative portion of the Judgement is as follows:

. 3. We are unable to find any merit in any of the arguments advanced
by the learned counsel for the petitioner. The Govermment Order in G.0.
Ms. No.92 dated 24.06.2022 has been issued for the composition of wards
committee, mentioning clearly the qualifications and disaqualifications of
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member of ward committee and also the procedure for nomination of a
member of a ward committee. This apart, Rule 9 also deals with
determination of areas. Rule 11 deals with functions, duties and powers of
area sabha. Rule 11 (2) says that the area sabha can make representation
about grievances and suggestions of civic amenities to the council.
Therefore, the petitioner is always entitied to make a representation under
Rule 11 (2) in case of any grievances. Rules are made in consonance with
the provisions contained in Section 5-A to 5-H of the Chennai City Municipal
Corporation Act or such other Act as the case may be. Hence, we are not
able to find any grievance or practical problems mentioned by him in the
affidavit, for filing this writ petition.”

The writ petition, therefore, fails and the same is dismissed. There will
be no order as to costs. Consequently, WMP No.2284 of 2023 is closed.”

4. It is respectfully submitted that all the gqualifications of the persons
nominated to the ward committee were thoroughly verified by the Zonal
Officers, including their criminal background and thereafter the proposals
approved by the zonal wards committee were submitted to the Council for
approval through the respective Regional Deputy Commissioners and
Frincipal Secretary/Commissioner, Greater Chennai Corporation.
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