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through private property subject to causing as little inconvenience as pessible and
paying for direct damage” The Commissioner may carry any cable, wire, pipe, drain
or channel of any kind to establish or maintain any system of drainage, water supply
or lighting, through, across, under or over any road, street or place laid out for a road
or street and after giving reasonable notice to the owner or occupier through, across
under, over, or up the side of, any land or building in the City and may place and
maintain posts, poles, standards, brackets or other contrivances to support cables,
pipes, channels, wires and lights on any pole or post in the City not vested in the
Government and may do all acts necessary or expedient for repairing or maintaining
any such cable, wire, pipe, drain, channel, post, pole, standard, bracket or other
similar contrivance in an effective State for the purpose for which it is intended to be
used, or for removing the same. Provided that such work shall be done so as to
cause the least practicable nuisance or inconvenience to any person.
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1) sieray’ amEmmfasr D, 2013 Giflay 2992-gh “ Power to carry wire, pipes,
drains, etc. through private property subject to causing as little inconvenience as
possible and paying for direct damage” The Commissioner may carry any cable,
wire, pipe, drain or channel of any kind to establish or maintain any system of
drainage, water supply or lighting, through, across, under or over any road, street or
place laid out for a road or street and after giving reasonable notice to the
owner or occupier through, across under, over, or up the side of, any land or
building in the City and may place and maintain posts, poles, standards, brackets
or other contrivances to support cables, pipes, channels, wires and lights on any pole
or post in the City not vested in the Government and may do all acts necessary or
expedient for repairing or maintaining any such cable, wire, pipe, drain, channel,
post, pole, standard, bracket or other similar contrivance in an effective State for the
purpose for which it is intended to be used, or for removing the same. Provided that
such work shall be done so as to cause the least practicable nuisance or
inconvenience to any person.
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7, The Ombudsman shall perform all or any of the following functions, namely’-

(i) (c)Where the irregularity is due o wilful negligence or dereliction of duty of any
officer or employee of the local body, recommend for departmental action by the
appropriate authority under the relevant rules—simy EECHTalD sL &S pmamaT
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This iz an instance where the Corporation of Thanjavur under the misguidance
and autocratic leadership of the Commissioner has tresspassed into the
property of the petitioner and caused damages without adhering to the
provisions of the Act as pointed out in the para 11 above. It is shocking that the
Commissioner is also justifying his act by quoting provisions In the Local Body's
favour. The petitioner has been remitting the taxes and prescribed tariff amounts to
both the Temple Management and the Corporation including property tax, water tax,
atc. When this being so the Thanjavur Corporation has needlessly caused damages
to the petitioner's property taking law into its hands without any authority. The
Corporation has not communicated its decision as per section 222 of
Thanjavur Municipal Act.2013. This is sheer abuse of power vested with the
Local Body and in the name of laying pipeline, drains etc. The Corporation without
following procedure and rules has gone berserk. This only brings bad repute to the
image of the Corporation.

The Petitioner has produced photographs of her damaged house with
enormous visual clarity and evidence. Besides the JC, HR & CE Thanjavur in his
reply dated 16.03.2023 to the Chiaf Minister's Cell has clearly stated that the
Corporation did not obtain prior parmission from the HR & CE Department before
proceeding with demolition activity which again betrays the Thanjavur Corporation’'s
ovemmeaching excess and violation of such basic natural principles of adherence 1o
legal discipline and compliance with procedural formalities. It is clearly establ ished
that the Commissioner, Thanjavur Corporation has exceeded his limits, run
amok without any control and callously indulged in this demolition spree in the
name of RWH work citing the powers of the Local Body but defaulting totally in
the area of observing rules and regulations of procedure. The DMA is hence
directed to initiate necessary disciplinary action against all the officials concerned
including the Commissioner. Just recalling the District Collector's oral instructions to
remove the property of the petitioner cannot hold water. Any authority should abide
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by the law of the land and hence the contention of the Corporation is rejected. A
copy of this Forum's orders is marked to Government in MAWS for information.
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