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ifley 7" The Ombudsman shall perform all or any of the following
functions, namely:-

7 (c) where the irregularity is due to wilful negligence or dereliction of duty
of any officer or employee of the local body, recommend for departmental action
by the appropriate authority under the relevant rules sgolnismL uflgs,
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It is very distressing to cbserve that a responsible Local Body Avadi
Municipal Corparation has been negligent, lethargic and passive for a fairly long
period of nearly 5 years since December, 2018 when the park was kept open
for public access and use as lung space for the local citizens.

For example,

1) The artificial fountains are not working.
2) CCTV camera system has collapsed.
3} Jungle growth on the surface soil of the park iz visible from the
photos furnished by the Corporation during the engquiry,
4) There appears to be damages on the walking track pavements.
5) The toilets are in damaged condition due to lack of attention and
maintenance.
The Corporation's argument that the park was kept closed during the
outbreak of Corona in 2020 and hence damages, were caused to the properties
of the Corporation is subject to the following queries.



a) There is a system of walch and ward arrangement for parks 1o
safeguard the Corporation assets. What was done in this case?

The Corporation has no answer for this, Why was not the agency
entrusted with the upkeep of the park not pulled up and penalty/damages not
collected has not been answered by the Corporation authorities 7 An amount of
Rs 63 lakhs has been spent on this park under Amruth programme as per the
report of the Local Body.

Hence the Director of Local Fund Audit is directed to scrutinize the
racords of tender adopted in this case during the financial year when the Local
Body issued work orders and verify whether the previous contractor could be
asked to attend to the rectification of the damages free of additional
expenditure. It should be also verified whether any security deposit of the
contractor could be forfeited within the scope of the terms and conditions of the
Tender, A report in this regard may be sent to this office within the next 45
days.

The DMA is directed to initiate necessary disciplinary action against the
field officials concerned in the matter who defaulted in supervising the park and
its maintenance that includes the appropriate upkeep of the artificial fountains,
toilets, bore wells, functioning of CCTV cameras, walking track fitness, play
system for children like slopes, swings, seesaw etc. A detailed circular may be
sent to all Commissioners of Corporations and Municipalities on the subject of
park upkeep by way of reiteration of the existing instructions to ensure that our
parks continue to be effective lung space for all citizens, welcome walking
pavements, children-friendly, besides entities of greenery and visual delight.
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