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It is submitted that earljer the complainant herein had sent a Petition dated 11.02.2019
under the Right to Information Act. 2005 requesting to furnish the entire length and width of
the Venkalesan Salai, Kolathur, Chennai and also fequested to furnish the width of the
Venkatesan Salai near the Gk . Colony. 10", 11" and 12" Street as the complainant is
assuming that the road in junction of the above streets have been encroached.

It is submitted that by the Greater Chennai Corporation, a reply dated 19.02 2019 was
given to the complainant. Having not satisfied with the reply the complainant herein had
filed an Appeal before the Tamil Nadu Information Commission.

It is submitted that since the road In question was part of the approved layout by the
Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board now Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat Development Board,
Hence, a leller dated 13.02.2020 was addressed to the Secretary, Tamil Nadu Slum
Clearance Board wherein it was requested to depute the Surveyor and to earmark the
boundaries of the road width in Survey No.195, Block No.32E & 41 of Peravallur Village at
Venkatesan Salai and to furnish a report immediately along with the Topo Sketch and FMB
in order to submit the same before the Tamil Nadu Information Commission.



it is submitted accordingly a letter dated 13.02 2020 sent to the Tahsildar, Ayanavaram
Taluk requesting to earmark the boundaries of the road width in Survey No.1393, Block
Mo.32E & 41 of Peravallur Village at Venkatesan Salai and to furnish a report immediatefy
along with the Topo Sketch and FMB in order to submit the same before the Tamil Madu
Information Commission.

It is submitted that the Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board now
Tamil Madu Urban Habitat Development Board had sent a reply letter dated 04.03.2020 by
enclosing the Topo Sketch and requested to approach the Revenue Authorities viz., the
Tahsildar, Ayanavaram Taluk for earmarking the encroachments made at Venkatesan Salal.
It 15 further submitted that even though the Tahsildar, Ayanavaram Taluk has received the
letter dated 04.03.2020, neither a reply nor the road was earmarked by the Tahsildar,
Ayanavaram Taluk.

It is submitted that while so, the appeal filed by the complainant herein came up for
hearing on 08.03.2020 and after hearing all the parties concerned and also after verifying the
records, the Tamil Nadu Information Commission has closed the appeal filed by the
complainant by order dated 06.03.2020.

It is submitted that due to the outbreak of the corona wvirus disease (COVID-19) the
Government of India has declared as a pandemic in more than a dozen states and union
territories, where provisions of the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 have been invoked. and
educational institutions and many commercial establishments have been shut down, India
has suspended all tourist visas, as a majority of the confirmed cases were linked to other
countries.

It is submitted that the officials of Greater Chennai Corporation were engaged in the
monsoon work in the months of November to December 2020 in addition to the COVID-19
relief work. Further in the month January 2021 the officials were engaged in the verification
of the electoral list for the State Assembly Elections 2021 and when the elections work was
about to the end the second wave of COVID-19 has hit the state of Tamil Nadu severely,
| further submit that in the Month of May 2021, the Government of Tamil Nadu has declared a
state wide lockdown on account of the second wave of COVID-19 corona virus disease.

It is submitted that in the meantime due to the transfer of the officials and also
delimitation of the wards within the Greater Chennai Corporation, the file pertaining to the
above complaint was mixed up with other files and hence, the Greater Chennai Corporation
was not able to take further action.

It is submitted that, immediately on receipt of the letter from this Hon'ble Forum the file
pertaining to the above issue was traced out and a reminder lefter dated 12.08.2023 to the
Tahsildar, Ayanavaram Taluk requesting to earmark the boundaries of the Venkatesan
Salal. Kolathur, Chennai in order to take further action against the encroachments made
theremn.

It is submitted that after earmarking of the extent of encroachment by the Tahsildar,
Ayanavaram Taluk, the Greater Chennai Corporation will take further action by removing the
same after issuing notice under Section 128 of Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act, 1888
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@fley 7. The Ombudsman shall perform all or any of the following functions, namely -

(i) enguire into any written complaint from the Government or that has come to the
notice of the Ombudsman in which corruption or maladminisiration of a public servant or
a local body is alleged;

(i) pass an order on the proved allegation in the following manner, namely
(@) xx
(b} xx



]

() Where the irregularity is due to wilful negligence or dereliction of duty of any
officer or employee of the local body, recommend for departmental action by the
appropriate authority under the relevant rules

o

difley 12 () The Ombudsman may consider and dispose of complaints other than
those involving criminal offences in the following manner, namely:-

(@) x x % x
By xxxx

(c) refer the complaint to the appropriate authority to take disciplinary action for
willful negligence or dereliction of duty of any officer or employee of the local body.

{d) x x x x

(&) X % x X 6T ayppliisme ulls [y pemmunsirmch Slsreum oy ypysmameT (Bl el .
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had written to the Greater Chennai Corporation Zonal Officials way back in 2020 dated
4.3.2020 the officials right from the Assistant Commissioner have hardly done anything to
recover the land under the classification of road category under the encroachment and
enjoyment of private individuals. Simply referring the matter to the Taluk Tahsildar
Ayyanavaram for survey, FMB, etc is a clever-ploy to drag on the issue to the advantage of
the encroachers and disabling the right of the Local Body, the Greater Chennai Corporation in
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the matter. The Forum strongly feels it is beyond Comprehension that the Greater Chennai
Corporation zone does not have basic survey records pertaining to their own lands like roads,
It is understood the Regional Deputy Commissioner Office has survey records, maps etc
relating to OSR category of lands. What prevented the Assistant Commissioner from
contacting the Revenue Divisional Officer of the area in person and getting hold of the records
in a prompt manner instead of abetting this encroachment for more than 3% years? The
Forum directs the Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner to ensure expeditious eviction
of the encroachments as clearly reported by the Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board in 4
cases with plot numbers specifically stated within a period of 60 days from the date of issue of
thiz order. Besides. the Forum is of the strong view that disciplinary action against the
delinquents of Greater Chennai Corporation Zonal officials right from the Assistant
Commissioner should be launched for their proven offence of prolonged inaction, collusicn,
disloyalty to the Greater Chennai Corporation, dereliction of duties apart from casual, come-
what-may conduct, A copy of the order is marked to Hon'ble Chief Minister's office and
Principal Secretary — MAWS Department in Government for information.
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