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Chennai_City Municipal Corporation Act 1919, - Chapter XIl —Asb WlsireuchLomm
Qafaflsasiu’Hsrarg. 326A Definition — In this chapter :

(a) “hoarding” means any screen of boards other than digital banner and
placard, at any place, whether public or private used or intended to be used
for exhibiting advertisement, including the frame work or other support,
erected, wholly or in part upon or over any land, building , wall or structure,
visible to public wholly or partly :

(b) “digitial banner” means any screen of boards at any place, whether public or
private used or intended to be used for exhibiting any advertisement or any
information in connection with marriage, religious ceremony, birth or death
anniversary or meeting or conference of any political, religious or
communal organization, designed and printed using electronic printing
technology:

(c) “placard” means any screen of boards, the size of which is not exceeding
eight feet in height and four feet in breadth, at any place, whether public or
private, used or intended to be used for exhibiting any advertisement or any
information in connection with marriage, religious, ceremony, birth or death
anniversary or meeting or conference of any political, religious or
communal organization, designed and printed using electronic printing
technology.

Gueyin hoardings for advertisements: Municipal Corporation can grant
licences or the putting up of hoardings for advertisements so long as the
Corporation does not interfere with the public use of footpath or pavement.
[Shree Modhusudan Mills Ltd., v. Corporation of Calcutta, AIR 1976 Cal
133].
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326 — B. Prohibition for erection of hoardings. — (1) No hoarding shall be
erected at any place, on or after the 23 day of July. 1998 (hereafter in this
section referred to as the said date) by any person without obtaining a licence
from the [District Collector].

326 — C. Application for licence, - (1) Every application for licence under
this Chapter shall be made to the [District Collector] in such form, containing
such particulars and with such fee, as may be prescribed.

326 — CC. Tax on advertisement on hoardings — (1) Not-with-standing
anything contained in this Act, every person, who is granted licence under
action 326-C shall pay, on every advertisement on hoardings, a tax calculated
at such rates as may be prescribed, having regard to the location, size, reach
and nature of the advertisement but subject to the maxima and minima
specified in the Table below —

TABLE
Rates of tax per
Location and Nature square metre per
half-year (Rupees)
(1) (2)
Minimum Maximum
1. Hoardings in arterial road with bus route —
(a) without lighting : 250 400
(b) with ordinary lighting : 300 600
(c) with neon or mercury lighting. 350 700
2. Hoardings in main road with bus route
(a) without lighting : 180 300
(b) with ordinary lighting : 230 400
(c) with neon or mercury lighting. 280 500
3. Hoardings in other road or street —
(a) without lighting :
(b) with ordinary I?ghting : 128 ggg
(c) with neon or mercury lighting. 200 400

(2) The tax paid under sub-section (1) shall be credited to the Caorporation
Account in such manner as may be prescribed.
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The perverse attitude of the field officials in this case is condemned outright in
strong terms. No action was taken by the delinquent officials on the petition of the
petitioner for reasons best known to them only. Such indifference slackness and
insensitive conduct deserve severe disciplinary action against them by the Greater
Chennai Corporation Commissioner. They are directly abetting such deviations by
keeping name boards without collecting the Tax for the same causing loss of Revenue
to the Greater Chennai Corporation. The Assistant Commissioner of the Zone Is
directed to order a survey of such banners, hoardings and boards kept in the area
without any tax collections due to the carelessness, collusion, complicity and
connivance of the delinquent field officials. Such leakage of Corporation revenue is
not taken cognizance of by the Zonal Officials that is sheer dereliction of duties and
betrayal of dedication to the service in the Greater Chennai Corporation. The Forum
expresses its shock and deep concern over this episode. Unless the Greater Chennai
Corporation takes this seriously the trend will worsen further leading to revenue loss,
non-adherence to rules and professional indiscipline.
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