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* A representation given by the petitioner on 01.03 2023
by which he states that the second respondent/Inspector of District
Panchayat'The District Collector, Tenkasi District, should inspect
the distribution of funds allotted to the Central and State Fund
Committees by the third respondentThe Chairman, Tenkasi District
Fanchayat to the wards of Tenkasi District Panchayats.

The Court s not the monitoring authority or the
disciplinary authority of the Collector/Inspector of District Panchayat
of the Tenkasi District.

It is not for the Court to give any mandamus for
consideration of any such representation. It is for the District
Collector to consider it or not to consider it."
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In this particular case the reselutions passed on 12/01/2022 have been
abrogated by the Inspector of Panchayats on the petitioner's representation along
with the other District Panchayat councillors. The reason for such cancellation
though attributed to different colors of ink used by the District Panchayat Chairperson
does not cut ice with the Forum. It is viewed with suspicion and distrust. The
petitioner's complaint cannot be brushed aside easily just like that. The allegation
that the Chairperson does not allocate fair distribution of funds under different
schemes in execution to all the 14 wards equitably is serious and shocking.

The Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act, 1994 (Tamil Madu Act 21 of 1994} was
passed re-enacting the Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act, 1958, for establishing a three-
tier Panchayat Raj system in the State to the elected Bodies at the \illage,
intermediate and District level relating to Panchayats for greater participation of
people so as to make them institution of Self-Government and for more effective
implementation of rural development pragrammes in conformity with the constitution
{Seventy third Amendment) Act, 1992
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Clause (c ) of sub-section (1) of section 200 of the Tamil Nadu Panchayats
Act, 1984 (T.M.Act 21 of 1994) empowers the inspecting officers of Panchayat to
enter the office of any Panchayat and inspect any records, registers or other
documents kept therein

Section 202 of the Act empowers the Inspector of Panchyats to;

i) Suspend or cancel any resolution passed, order issued, or licence or
permission granted, or

(i) Prohibit the doing of any act which is about to be done or is being done
in pursuance or under colour of this Act, if in his opinion;-

{(a) such resclution, order, licence, permission or act has not been
legally passed, issued, granted or authorized, or

i{b) such resolution, order, licence, permission or act is in excess of the
powers conferred by this Act or any other law or an abuse of such
powers or s considered by the Inspector to be otherwise
undesirabie.

Hence whenever resolutions on allotment and distribution of funds are passed
by the District Panchayat the Inspector may peruse such resolution for its majority
authenticity, equitable distribution of funds to different wards or neglect or omission of
certain wards in a glaring manner and act accordingly to maintain transparency,
fairness and equity. This is in the light of the occurrence on 12.01.2022,

It is pertinent to point out that the Secretary of the District Panchayat neither
in the report nor deposition has shared the details of ward wise allocation of funds
during the last 2 years that raises a valid suspicion in the mind of the Forum as to the
fair distribution in the District Panchayat area in allolting adeguate funds to varicus
wards 14 in number in the District.

Therefore, the Collector as the Inspector of Panchayats is directed to ensure
that the funds received from Government under different heads allotted to the District
Panchayat are distributed equitably, fairly and reasonably without any large gaps,
discrepancies and lopsidedness so that all the wards would benefit from such
allacation in an identical manner serving the cause of the local residential citizens of
the wards without imbalance, discrimination, undue favortism and undue neglect.
This would also ensure uniform and all-round rural growth and development
throughout the length and breadth of the district in an encompassing manner. The
Inspector of Panchayats of Tenkasi District is also directed to examine whether
equity principle has been adopted so far in such distribution of funds in the Tenkasi
District Panchayat and ensure parity of allotment by the council 5o that development
could be even and fair throughout.

A copy of this order is being sent to DRD and Government in R.D. for
infermation and further follow up.
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