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“Myself and my wife Smt. Teresa Augustine are Senior Citizens, and
after having retired from Central Government Service, had purchased two 5
year old Flats, which was constructed in 2017 and Registered the Sale Deed in
October 2022 (G-1) with UDS 350 Sq.ft. in Ground Floor & F-1 with 425 Sq.ft.
UDS in First Floor), named Rasee Homes located in Plot No.21, Sivagami
Nagar, Tiruninravur Pin:602024 (Ward No.12) with our Retirement benefits for
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our daughters, from one Smt. R.Seethalakshmi, residing at No.14, 80" Street,
Dr. Natesan Salai, Ashok Nagar, Chennai — 600 083.

It was only after we demanded the Property Tax Receipts in October'2022
after purchase of our above two Flats to apply for Name Change, we found that
the Flat Builder / Seller — Smt. R.Seethalakshmi and her Husband — Shri P.K.
Radhakrishnan had not paid the Vacant Land Tax (VLT) to Tiruninravur
Municipality, since possession of the Vacant Land for 32 years from her
purchase possession of vacant land from 1985 till competition of our Flats
(Rasee Homes) in 2017. Also, she had failed to submit the Building Completion
Report in 2017 to the Tiruninravur Municipality, (observed from the copy of
Agreement executed by her in 2011 and cancelled in 2017 with her Builder Ms,
Vishwa Foundation) and get the Assesment of the Property Tax assessed for all
6 Flats (including our 2 Flats) done by Tiruninravur Municipality from the period
2017 onwards till Sale of Two Flats (G-2&F-2) to Mr. David & Mrs. Sathya
Sathya Nandakumar) in 2018 and further sale of Two Flats G-1 & F-1) to me and
my wife Smt. Teresa Augustine in 2022.

Instead of paying VLT for the 2400 Sq.ft. Vacant Land from 1985 il
competition of Flats construction in 2017 and Property Tax from 2017 till Sale of
Flats to us, Smt. Seethalakshmi in convinance with the former  Tiruninravur
Municipality Officials, avoided getting the Original Assessment of Property
Tax done in her name and instead got the Vacant Land Assessed for a latter
period from 2016-23 by paying an amount of Rs.15840/- as VLT and
Tiruninravur  Municipality Receipt  No0.184/02/02/22-23/0006594  dated
09.12.2022.

Though we pointed out this mistake involving Revenue loss to the
Government / Tiruninravur Municipality, the present RI/Revenue Officials instead
of correcting the wrong Assessment of VLT collected from 2016 till March 2023
(instead of till 2017) forced us to apply and submit the Application Form for the
Original Assessment for Property Tax in our Names, instead of the Original Flats
Owner — Smt. Seethalakshmi and arbitrarily =~ Assessed and calculated the
Amount of Tax payable at New Rates effecting from April 2022, which works
more than double at the Old Rates of Tax applicable till March ‘2022 though
our Flats were completed in 2017 and Only Rates of Tax would be applicable
and Tax calculated in the name of the Original Flats Owner — Smt. R.

Seethalakshmi.

Also, during fresh Assessment, No other factors like Age of the Building,
Non-availability of Basic Amenities like Tar Road, Metro-water or Individual
Sewerage connection or Common SWD or availability of Street Lights or even
Comparative Tax on Similar Houses / Flats in our Area was taken into account
for fixing the Tax Rate instead the Area was categorized as ‘A’ and Tax Rates
applied and calculated more than the Chennai City Corporation Rates of Tax,
which goes against the Principles of Natural Justice. Also the Act of
Assessment done by the Rl amounts to Contempt of Court when | submitted that
the matter was subjudice and was being heard by the Tiruvallur District
Consumer Commission and is now being challenged in the State Consumer
Commission along with unfair trade practice and deficiencies committed by the
Flats Seller - Smt. R. Seethalakshmi.



Prayer :

Hence, | request your kind intervention as Ombudsman of Tamil Nadu
Local Bodies to take necessary action and advise the Commissioner/
Tiruninravur Municipality, Pin:602 024, to calculate the VLT payable only till
2017 (instead of 2016-23) and also to carry out (Original Assessment of
Property Tax in the Name of Smt. R. Seethalakshmi at Old Rates of Tax
Applicable Till March'2022 (PRIOR TO APRIL'2022 REVISION), as she is the
Original Owner of our Flats till Sale to us in October'2022 and we as buyers are
requested as per Municipal Rules only to apply for Name Change of the
Property Tax in our Names from purchase of our Flats during October'2022” steor
Qg il gesemmiaser.
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Qersginflaen Coumurh o 6iT6mg) TEUTELLD ETEOTS Qerggleufl SSLNs o _6TaTE ETEOTALD
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“Myself and my wife Smt. Teresa Augustine, are Senior Citizens, had
purchased two 5 year old Flats, which was constructed in the year
5017 and Registered the Sale Deed in October, 2022 named Rasee
Homes located in Plot No.21, Sivagami Nagar, Tiruninravur,
Thiruvallur District, after retirement from Central Government service.
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It was only after we demanded the Property Tax Receipts in October
2022 after purchase of the above two Flats to apply for name change,
we found that the Flat Builder/Seller had not paid the vacant land tax
(VLT) from 1985 till completion of Flats in 2017. Also, she did not
submit the building completion report in 2017 to the  Tiruninravur
Municipality resulting in wrong assessment/collection of Vacant Land
Tax (VLT) from the year 2016-2023 instead of assessing VLT from
1985 till 2017 and property tax from 2017 till sales of flats in the
name of Original flat owner, resulting in arbitrary assessment of
Property Tax w.e.f. April 2022 at enhanced rates of tax.

Hence I request to advise the Commissioner, Tiruninravur Municipality
to calculate the VLT payable only till 2017 (instead of from 2016-
2023) and to carry out Original Assessment of Property Tax in the
name of Original owner Tmt.R.Seethalakshmi till March 2022 (prior to
April 2022 Revision).

I request the Hon’ble Ombudsman to help resolve the property
tax dispute as stated above at the earliest ” srer Qe flall&gsiremm.
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@EGHT a6, Section 97 of The Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act,
1998 — (@)60 SLpeeHTL T Qsfaf&sa0u’ HeTerg.

vg7. Power to assess escaped assessment.— Notwithstanding
anything to the contrary contained in this Act or the rules made
thereunder, if for any reason any person liable to pay any of the taxes or
fees leviable under this Chapter has escaped assessment in any half-year
or year or has been assessed in any half-year or year at a rate lower than
the rate at which he is assessable, or in the case of property tax has not
been duly assessed in any half-year or year consequent on the building
or land concerned having escaped proper assessment, the Commissioner
may, at any time within six years from the date on which such person
should have been assessed, serve on such person a notice assessing him
to the tax or fee due and demanding payment thereof within fifteen days
from the date of such service and the provisions of this Act and the rules
made thereunder shall, so far as may be, apply as if the assessment was
made in the half-year or year to which the tax or fee relates”.
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