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Tamilnadu Public Health Act, 1939: Specifically, violations are occurring within:

Chapter IV: Drainage: This chapter, regarding competent Local authority to maintain
public drains, the resulting stagnation of waste water, directly violates the intended
function of these public drains, and creates a public health hazard.



Chapter VI: Abatement of Nuisances: This chapter, specifically addressing the definition
and abatement of nuisances. The accumulation of waste, the creation of unsanitary
conditions and the pervasive foul odors all constitute public health nuisances that fall
squarely within the purview of this chapter.

Court Judgments — Orders:

1) MC Mehta vs Kamal Nath 2000: (SCR Citation (2000) Supp / (1) S.C.R. 389,
Date of Judgment: 12 May 2000) Supreme Court (SC) held that any disturbance
of the basic environment elements, namely air, water and soil, which are
necessary for “life”, would be hazardous to “life” within the meaning of Article 21 of
the Constitution. SC held that Right to life within Art. 21 includes the right to live in
a healthy environment, right to enjoy pollution-free water and air, and right to live
in a pollution-free environment.

2) Virender Gaur vs. State of Haryana (1995) (SCR Citation: (1994) Supp. (6)
S.C.R.78, Date of Judgment: 24 November 1994) Supreme Court (SC) Stated
Article 21 protects right to life as a fundamental right. Enjoyment of life and its
attainment including their right to life with human dignity encompasses within its
ambit, the protection and preservation of environment, ecological balance free
from pollution of air and water, sanitation without which life cannot be enjoyed.
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