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“The complainant respectfully submit that,

1.The Thanjavur Municipal Corporation invite tenders vide 5.&. 6T600T
8031/2023/er01673 mrem 31.07.2023 for lease the premises near Thanjavur
new bus stand in the name and style of “Muthamizh Arignar Kalaignar
Mu. Karunanidhi Arangam” for 3 years only.

2.0nly two tender applications were received. One Mr. Ramesh quoted
maximum rent of Rs.25 lakhs per month and Mr. Vetrivel quoted rent of

Rs.24 lakhs per month.

3.In the tender advertisement or lease agreement the lease property was
not meant for Multiplex theatre.




4.1t was recorded in the Resolution No0.350 of Thanjavur Municipal
Corporation that the highest bidder fails to remit the additional deposit,
the action was decided in favour of the second bidder Mr. Vetrivel.

5. There is no information about the fixation of Earnest Money Deposit for
the participation of auction, date of deposit by the participants except
Mr. Ramesh, whether the EMD of Mr. Ramesh has been forfeited or not,
date of confirmation the auction in favour of Mr. Vetrivel, date of order
issued to Mr. Vetrivel to remit the additional deposit and date of
remittance. There is so many controversies identified in the process of
auction which are listed below:

Dates Events L
L

—_—
Remarks

1] 17.08.2023 | Auction Date

2 | 19.08.2023 | Vetrivel paid 3 lakns | Amount  paid  before

[ Mr. Ramesh fails to |
3 08.09.2023 | remit Additional deposit
' up to 08.09.2023

It was recorded that Mr. | But  no  documentary
4 21.09.2023 | Vetrivel offer for highest = evidence for fixation of
. qrent  rentand offer.
" Auction confirmed vide
Resolution No.350

5 | 29.09.2023
6 10.11.2023 | Agreement

Possession handed i

7 10.11.2023
_ over _+__ e
Notice for unauthorized
8 [ 121220283 [ odification |

It is revealed from the above narrated events that there is no evidence
about the submission of the highest offer of Mr. Vetrivel on 21.09.2023.
(Please refer the Thanjavur Municipal Corporation letter m.s. eretor

9031/2023/er0&le73 mmer 12.12.2023). But he allowed to paid additional

deposit on 19.08.2023 i.e. nearly one month before the date of offer and
confirmation.

6. The Agreement was executed in favour of the lessee Mr. Vetrivel for
another period of 9 years which was not mentioned in the advertisement
by invoke the G.0. Ms. No0.92, Municipal Administration and Water
Supply Department dated 03.07.2007 which the Hon'ble Court express
it's anguish about the G.O. which the observations of the Court were
quoted in the legal notice also. The following malpractices were
committed in the auciton of “Muthamizh Arignar Kalaignar Mu.
Karunanidhi Arangam”.
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a. Absence of any provision to extend the lease period beyond the
period of 3 years in the advertisement, Mrs. Mageswari, the then
commissioner entered agreement with the lessee to extend the
period of lease for another period of 9 years with corruptive
intention. The lease property is situated in the prime location and
developing area there is no necessary to extend the lease for
another nine years. Furthermore the condition stipulated in the
lease agreement that the lease may extended further period of 9
years if the leasee desires to extend the lease. But no condition
was prescribed to extend the lease or terminate lease based on
the violation of lease agreement and others by the lessor. Since
the lessor's option is immaterial for extension, this provision is in
favour of the Lessee and adversely affected the interest of the
Corporation.

b. In accordance with the Resolution No.350 dt. 29.09.2023, only 5
items out of 45 were approved and auction of the remaining 40
items were cancelled and resolved to keep for re-tender. But
item No.45, only two tenderers were participate and one of the
tenderer who opted highest bit fails to remit additional deposit as
per rules. The remaining tenderer was approved by the officials
which is inconsistent with the mandatory provisions with utmost
urgency which explained in the above table.

c. In the above narrated circumstances, the Commissioner who was
the tender finalizing authority must choose to re-tender option par
with other 40 items. Hence the allotment made to Mr. Vetrivel is
without transparency and fare competition and for extraneous
consideration.

d. It was not disclosed whether caution deposit paid by Mr. Ramesh
was forfeited or not.

e. The Lessee modify the building without applying permission from
the landlord ie. commissioner of Thanjavur Municipal
Corporation.

f. Since the possession was handed over to the lessee on
10.11.2023 no rent was paid upto 19.09.2024 and no action was
taken to vacate the premises for contractual violation.

g. Modification plan was not approved by DTCP and stability
certificate was not obtained after modification.

h. The PIO and Appellate Authority purposefully refuse to disclose
most of the information which sought under the provision of The
Right to Information Act, 2005.

I. Legal notice dt.30.09.2024 was sent the Commissioner and other
officials, no action was taken till date.
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j. Since the name of the Authorities and officials who responsible for
these deviations and corruptions were sought under RTl and
refused to disclose, Sanction of prosecution was sent to the
Commissioner on 13.02.2025 without mention the names of the
authorities and officials.

k.In WP (MD) No. 20247 of 2019 S. Sellapandi vs. The
Commissioner cum Special Officer, Thanjavur Municipal
Corporation, Hon’ble Madras High Court of Madurai Bench held,

we note that exercise of power under G.O. No0.92, dated
3.7.2007 has given rise to arbitrariness and most of the time,
power has been misused. In several decisions of this
Court, it has been held that the condition prescribed in
G.0. 92 is not mandatory but only directory and the
concerned Municipal Corporation or any other local
body is well within its jurisdiction to initiate proceedings
to bring the shops and other properties owned by the
corporation/local bodies by public auction for the
purpose of augmenting revenue.

.................................................................................

in all cases, it is found that there is cartel and the same set
of persons are in possession of the shops and paying
meagre rent to the Corporation and simultaneously sub-
letting the shops to various third parties without the
permission of the Corporation. It is to be noted that the
exercise of power under G.O. Ms. No0.92, dated 3.7.2007
is not only arbitrary but there is favoritism and nepotism
and the very object of lease has been defeated. Though
several decisions of this Court which have consistently
taken a view that G.O. Ms. No.92 has been misused, the
Government has been sitting tight over the matter as a
mute spectator and has not issued any clarification or
guidelines to the local bodies.

The conditions of lease agreement is full of ambiguities. For
example, clause 1 prescribe that the lessee can conduct his
own business, business of his subsidiaries institutions and
franchisees in the presmises. But this clause further
prescribes that the lease amount must be remit the lessee
only. Since the entire premises utilizing for his own business
and his franchisees and subsidiaries, there is no question of
third parties to remit the lease amount. Furthermore the
lessee advertised for sublet the premises. If the part of the
premises are sublet to third parties, the rent may be fixed in
accordance with market fluctuation. Factual position is like
this, fixed meagre rent of 15% hike for every three years slot
for 12 years is arbitrary and illegal.
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I. The present commissioner Mr. Kannan also not initiate any step to
remove the provision which inducted by the then commissioner
Mrs. Maheshwari to extend the lease period for extraneous
consideration.

m. | sent to a notice to the DVAC and the same was forwarded to
Commissioner of Municipal Administration vide petition
No0.2417/2025/LB/TH dt. 27.02.2025 for verification of documents.
But till date no action was taken.

n. The copy of RTI applications, reply of Thanjavur Municipal
Corporation and RTI appeal are enclosed herewith for your kind
perusal and appropriate action. All the agreements copies were
sought to ensure the homogeneous clause and conditions of lease
agreement and the same was refused by the PIO to suppress the
corruption.

The following issues must be solved in this corrupted lease transaction:

*
"o

How the lease was confirmed in favour of Mr. Vetrivel who was the second
highest bidder?

Whether the EMD of Mr. Ramesh has forfeited or not? If, forfeited all
details may verify.

Why the rent was not collected upto 19.09.2024.

Why the officials and authorities fails to take action to vacate the lease
premises for violation of lease agreement by modification of lease
premises without approval of the landlord?

Why the lease period was extended to another 9 years which the lease
period was mentioned as 3 years in the advertisment?

Who was the beneficiary from the extraneous agreement and failure to
cancel the lease or the condition to extend the lease period upto 12 years
including initial period of 3 years.

No criminal prosecution initiated against Mrs. Maheswari, Mr. Kannan and
other authorities and officials who involved in the scam even made a
complaint to Secretary Municipal Administration and Commissioner of
Municipal Administration.

In these circumstances it is requested

L.

IT.

to direct Commissioner, Thanjavur Municipal Corporation to submit before
the Ombudsman all documents which were refused by the PIO with
Mala fide intention and to ensure the transparency and effective
adjudication.

to direct Respondents to appear before the forum for personal inquiry and
for cross examination of the petitioner.
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III. to refer this application to the CBCID to file a criminal case against
Mrs. Maheshwari, Mr. Kannan, Commissioner of Thanjavur Municipal
Corporation, other officials who reponsible for these malpractice and the
elected Mayor and members of council of Thanjavur Municipal
Corporation and Mr. Vetrivel u/s 218 of BNSS and section 19 of
Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 for the comission of offences
punishable under section 318, 336, 49 r/'w 61 of BNS and section 13 of the
Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 by verifying the documents which are
under the custody of Thanjavur Municipal Corporation which refused to
disclosed by the PIO.

IV.  to collect from all Respondent to the loss occurred for Thanjavur Municipal
Corporation by the decision taken by the offficials and elected members to
fix the lowest rent without re-tender.

V. to send the proposal to the secretary to government to annul the G.O. Ms.
No.92, Municipal Administration and Water Supply Department dated
03.07.2007 by keeping in mind with the above mentioned observations of
the Hon'ble Courts.

VI. and pass any other or further orders which the forum deems to fit in the
fact and circumstances of the case and thus render justice.” erenrg
Qaiflel&gsmemm.
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